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Rupendraji Kala (Tatya) :
Go to Person of People in
Wakadi Town

= Prof. Simran K. Chug

In our socicty there arc people who live their life noy
only for the betterment of self but for socicty as well. Mog
of them are not known to people because the work they do i
negligible in varicty of sectors but when these contributions
are summed up together, it makes huge contribution which
is surely observable and worth the spread in society and its
people. By the end of this article, you will be familiar to one
such person who has contributed to society’s wellbeing
largely.

Born in a middle-class family at small village near Shird
called Ganesh Nagar Mr. Rupendraji Kala (Tatya) completed
‘his schooling from the same village. Later, on passing higher
| andary school he moved to a town of same district called
Sangamner for further studies of Pharmacy. On Completion
~ of Education, he r:.nulrj Lﬂhl I:.r at.m hlb hr:ght carcer 1awth a

0 some good for mother carth d.l‘ld farm land and 1|‘1u1~.
- small picce of land he started a nursery business in

ed Argo business spread in Ten acres today. This
arely is a perfect example of start from scraich!

Lo ll-l

a1 Kﬂiaalung with his ynungcr brother Anandji

1s... 3 120




. curelv ni
pard work surely paid off 4 he conl
l.-*q['r:md ih
li

W it the I“.‘]P ol all fﬂll‘l“\-‘ membh
Gaplings of Sankel N“T-‘*L'r\-’ are 1||'1' l'.f'a. AL present Himes
like Maharashtra, Gujrat, 'Iht'lﬁv.thh"'h"'ml 0 many states
-\miln;upl'-'llh“-h More than I'-Iluni Mm”'w'ﬂfﬂﬂuqh and
\Cllﬁ;q,l\ll.*!"-' arce dealt here. ”_u"“‘ l‘:lnm_q of Mlowers and
[‘Iuh’lmu'm‘ni decorahve pl:mlu witllllll'lf'l'l!"h nclude Indoor,
with ayurveda and medicinal plantg, ¢ I“.L"I:-t Irugmntma;,,ng
method of plants are used 1o 1:n::|t::.r;n.w-u.an&pL Hw Fh'.' Drafting
with more than 30 years of ¢ ypes of plants here
enthusiastically guides all his ﬂ“ph:ﬂ'f"r.'“"ﬂﬂ Tatyaji
ardening of plants that he sells, yees for planting and
Today, Sanket Nursery is a brand itself;
of Maharashtra State. M?rc 1h:1nd;¢l;]I I[:::I f !"3 _‘“E—’:Ti ybusinesses
this business which is clearly a good ;’u{;‘:;;c L,mpl'f"}"ﬂif in
employment avatlability by this business Ruw Jnd terms of
has grown the business this far with Ih{; .h.:] r:icnd it
support from his family members. He cumcﬁa f?m:{;nﬁﬂ:
I‘ﬂﬂﬂll}’ 'J"}'S:fm ?}’Eﬂfﬂln 25 members live together and grow
cnnf-l.tsh,nl y with cach other’s’ support, Along with the
saplings and plants they also offer landscaping, exterior
designs. Interior design and ete. to its clients. All these
additional businesses arc conducted by various family
members under the best guidance of Rupendraji Kala.
i The :abnvc-meminncd details are just a start to
introduction of this great Man! He is very dear to all the
~ villagers of Wakadi, Ganeshnagar, Dhangadwadi, Ekrukhe,
_and other nearby villages. It has been his forever preference
to help people around him financially or morally even if he
rely knows them through long connectivity. Be it problem
ling the Medical Emergencics, or random snake bite
nts at any farm around the corner his contacls are
there to offer helping hand in such situations. Till
5 people are saved from snake bites mishaps at farm
is immediate help on accident spot. He always
y or indirectly to help in such situations. He
ite an interest in match making and has matched

ndraji Kula (Tatya) - Go to Person... ©8 121
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Adding on, Rupendragi Kala is part of Vardhaman
Patasansthi, Ganeshnagar. s constant suppor andd }*ﬂ[uuhll:
sugpestions are time and ngain reguired to the mnml]._l',llﬂg body
of this Patasanstha. He helps many people by hﬂl_P'“g them
with finanee services from bank. Many small businesses are
doing well due to help offered by Tatyaji to such small
shopkeepers. One of the observable contributions of him to
simall businesses 18 a Cate ot Shricampur town of Ahmednagar
district, He along with his family members helped the owners
with sctup of small Cafe in terms of landscaping, plants,
imterior, ete. Most valuable help his family could do was 1o
motivate the owners to start their small Cafe during pandemic
going on. Today the small business is doing well and s truly
prateful to Rupendraji Kala and his family.

Further, his helpful nature always made surc that he 15
present at all the social activities which would give him an
apportunity to serve people and do some good. One such
activity 1s his participation in ‘Krushi Sanghatana’ in 20035
As a member of krushi sanghatana he participated in many
proceedings of it. This did not stop here, and in later stage
tatyaji took part in many strikes with farmers. These strikes
happened to get the basic rights for farmer community. One
of the major examples of it is Hunger Stike of Farmers of
Ahmadnegar district in front of Loni-Pravara Sugar Factones.
The only aim they had out of this was to get a fair value of
their sugarcane. This surely made impact and they could get
the minimum prices for it. He also participated in long
marches of farmers. Later four years back in 2018 he
organised Summit of *All India Krushi Sanghatana’ where
thousands of farmers were invited from every comer of
country to spread the awareness of farmers’ rights and
additional knowledge related to techniques of farming. The
I ;ummit continued for 8 days and all the arrangements were
. ‘madi': personally by Tatyaji to make most out of this
programmi.
iggest social activity that Rupendraji Kala has
ndertaken Is to be an active member in ‘Nilwande Kalwa

iti Samiti' in 2006, Nilwande Dam in Ahmednagar 18

trbution and Achieviments. . ¢4 |22



r T

soped tormigate 182 villages of ey
ili.::;klsimwd i 1999 but no :;“H'E :::}T; ';j ;E‘[r d_l!iiim:l. Tfu:
::: water, this factmade an impact in the |nin{isl:t!gr::t“1:je:”s'tl}
.Eﬁc arcis. lh_u.-a. Il:.lpumir_lr_ii Kala along with many mhg,-
helping hlmulra flled | IP against this Lonstruction of Nilwande
pam. This case wenl ll:n' _I-:.nn::_a way still few permissions were
kept pending .-u_ml waork did htcontinue but later after constant
gruggle by this manand his companions they could made it
and the work started with flesh, The said project should have
been completed by {?u.:mhur as per the orders of High Court
put duc to some ghitches the construction 1$ still under
construction and 1s supposed to be completed soon as it is in
PrOgress. Rupendraji Kala says that, the only wish he has is
1o sce these 182 connected villages properly irrigated as it is
ing to help all farmers in agriculture which in turn will
surcly make their lives worth living! This man is a perfect

~ example of ‘Live Life King Size” and surely our society needs
more such Gems like Tatyaj - The Go to person of People!
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Life journey of
Mr. Narayana Murthy

- Prof. Mayuri Shivaji Jejurkar

not born with a silver spoon
in his mouth i fact, he had to work extremely hzfrti to reach
the top. He was born on August 20", 1946, in Mysorc,
Kamataka. He came from a poor but an cducated fu.rm!}*-
From his childhood days, Narayana Murthy was academically
brilliant. He was passionate about Mathematics and‘Phymcs
and alwavs had the thirst and the desire to gain morc
knowledee in these ficlds. Despite being born into a middle-
class family and facing several other hurdles he showed
sienificant academic brilliance during his childhood.
 Mr. Narayana Murthy received his Bachelor’s degree in
Electrical Engineering from the University of Mysore and
went on to pursue his Masters at the prestigious Indian
Institute of Technology, Kanpur. After completing his
education Narayana Murthy went on to work as a Research
Associate at [IM Ahmedabad. Although Narayana Murthy
was born into a poor family, his dreams were huge. From a
young age, he dreamt of starting his own business venture.
- Murthy carned a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering
~ from the University of Mysore in 1967 and a master’s
‘degree in technology from the Indian Institute of Technology,
pur, in 1969. During the 1970s he worked in Paris, where,
g other projects, he helped to design an operating
or handling air cargo at Charles de Gaulle Airport.
urning to India, he accepted a position with a
- 8ystems company in Pune, but eventually he
launch his own company. He cofounded Infosys

Mr. Narayana Murthy was

ution and Achievments.., 5 124



with siX fellow computer professi :

surthy. 1s the Indian software L_I']‘I'_“"”"!H In 1981, N
nfosys Technologies Lid., Which is the £

(o be listed onan American stock L‘xlt:h-; ,“:Hl I'"!i“" “ompany
Murthy shurm! strong lefhist values Iu{:rlﬁ:-',]_" his carly years,
rain journcy in 1974, While I‘“Hﬁiﬁg th:;"”'“hil_f'lg(:tlnna
pordering Serbia and Bulgarig Nt lflgl Nis, a town
conversation witha girl who only H]“lnkt‘ [:r_‘;’::llrh‘-’-‘ﬂgﬂg{;d vy
Howcever, this upset the boy “""”;”“P'tnyin : f'lL‘ on the train.

Jice involved. The police | anying her who got the

pol Xy L0STPONCE i Bulgaria arrested Murth
taking away his passport and luggage and also dr: ithy
on the platform. Murthy spent the next 72 mulru ;lggC}(]J o
describes as an 8X8 cell with primitive toilet falc.:ii?l"ﬁj- a{! 5
would at least expect civil treatment in these circunl]:'?' o
put Murthy was also denied any food or drink durin. E:EECS
72 hours. He was finally released and Murthy rccagl]q 1}?2
guards stating, “Look, you are from a friendly country cia] led
India, so we are letting you go but we will give you your
passport when you reach Istanbul.”

Narayana Murthy’s entry into entrepreneurship was filled
with obstacles. At the time he was only dating his future
wife Sudha Murthy. However, her father did not appreciate
Murthy’s entreprencurial plan. He expected Murthy to have
a job with a stable income. During this period Murthy
founded a company in Pune called Softronics- an IT firm for
~ the domestic market. Although this marked his entry into
el t_l'cpreneurship the venture did not survive for long.

fironics closed down 1.5 years after its inception. Murthy
oined Patni Computer Systems as the General Manager.
allowed him to marry Sudha Murthy a year later in 1978.
. Sudha noticed that her husband has now stuck in
rate world a place he desperately wanted to get out
¢ him Rs. 10,000 from her savings and 3 years to

desire for entrepreneurship. She told }]im not to
vould take care of the houschold. This support

thy encouraged him a lot and in January 1981,
v met with 6 of his software engineering
ment to create a company. The company

arayana
neur whe cofounded

ourney of Mr. Narayana Murthy ©3 125




grew slowly until the carly 19905, when the !ﬂll!illl
povernment’s decisive move loward cconomic Iihurull'{.n!mn
and deregulation contributed to dramatic growth in the
country's high-technology and compufer S€Ctors. Murthy
aggressively expanded his company’s Serviees FIIII{|I(1:|II|'.:nl
base, negotiating deals with many 0VErSeis l?u:-imf.:hf.ua' to
provide them with consulting, systems integration, "“““:"trf
development, and product cngim:uring SCrvIces. By | )99
Infosys had joined NASDAQ, becoming the firs! Im,h.un
company to be listed on an American HIUL‘]-'.I u;::ulu:ﬂgu- Fhe
following year Asiaweek included Murthy in 115 '“:”UF 50,
the magazine's annual list of the most pnwurf‘ul pu:plcﬂm
the region. In addition, Business Week named him unc.uf its
'Stars of Asia' for three consecutive years (1998-2000), and
he was Fortune magazine's 2003 Asian Businessman t{i the
Year. In 2012, Infosys got listed in the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE) 7% by ‘
He returned to the company, this time as executive
chairman of the board, in 2013 and retired the next year.
During this short tenure, his son Rohan ML_lr!y joined the
tech behemoth as an exccutive assistant to his father
In 2017, Murthy raised concerns over alleged corporate
oovernance lapses at Infosys, however the company went
on to deny these claims
As of October 2022, his net worth was estimated to be
$4.5 billion, making him the 654th richest person in the world
in 2022 according to Forbes
Currently, Infosys is a global software services giant with
over 2.39,000 employees and a market capitalisation of
around $41.14 billion. Murthy is a minority sharcholder of
~ Murthy also works for various social causes including
ation, rural development, healthcare, arts and culture
lestitute care through the Infosys Foundation which was
blished in 1996
urthy is an independent director on the corporate board
has been a director on the boards of DBS Bank,
8] k?nd NDTYV. He is also a member of the

d Achievments... <5 126



Jvisory boards and councils of s

1ilﬂ"1hmlﬂ“2 m?“ful“m“* ncluding Corne : :
FTLSEM.)'. LSE:E(  Ford Foundation, [EC(SL";EHHU&TI?HH@ :
mdn-Bf'“.Sh Partnership, Asian Institute of Man :ltmn, the
qustec of 'ﬂh‘f I“I}"”}"P‘_ Prize, a trustee of the |mf’;f:tm“"*- g
Advanccd Study in Princeton, and ag atrustee of ti] 11;1::3 =
Trust He 18 also l_hc: Chairman of the (}uverni:: bﬂf:lcs
of Public Health Foundation of India, e is on t%; ;dl'fd
pacific advisory board of British 'I“r:lucmnmurlﬁicatinnc' 8

If we talk about his personal life His wife, Sudha M:mh

is a businesswoman, educator, author and the chairperson gf
the Infosys Foundation. Mr Narayan Murthy A4 s
children, a son, Rohan Murty, and a daughter, Akshata ’;’fuﬂ}’
In June 2013, Rohan joined Infosys as an executive assi stanf
to his father. He left Infosys in June 2014. In 2009, Akshata
married Rishi Sunak, who later became MP for Richmond,
Yorkshire, and then Leader of the Conservative Party
and Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. His wife helped
- hima lot during his struggle time. Today Infosys is the second
- largest company in information technology sector because
of his handwork and passionate work not only the financial
- success of company but also as per value system he has built
company. He has been described as the 'father of the

n IT sector' by Time magazine and CNBC for his
tribution to outsourcing in India. In 2005, he co-chaired
Id Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Narayan
has been honoured with the Padma Vibhushan and
‘awards for his valuable contribution.
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